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SUBJECT ARGENTINA, UK TRADE SOVEREIGNTY PROTESTS ON SOUTH 
SANDIWICH ISLAND 

1 . THE ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS REJECTED A 
BRITISH PROTEST CONCERNING THE PRESENCE OF ARGENTINE 
SCIENTISTS ON A SOUTH SANDWICH ISLAND. THE SANDWICH 
ISLANDS ARE SUBJECT OF THE SAME SOVEREIGNTY DISPUTE 
BETWEEN ARGENTINA AND ENGLAND THAT AFFECTS THE 
MALVINAS/FALKLAND ISLANDS. 

2. ACCORDING TO AND OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE, ARGENTINE 
SCIENTISTS HAVE BEEN SINCE 1976 REFURBISHING A 
SCIENTIFIC STATION ON THE SOUTH THULE ISLAND IN 
ORDER TO CONDUCT GEOLOGICAL, OCEANOGRAPHIC, 
METEOROLOGICAL AND SOLAR STUDIES IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE 1977/1978 ANTARCTIC RESEARCH CAMPAIGN. 

THIS WORK, ACCORDING TO THE COMMUNIQUE, IS A 
CONTINUATION OF WORK BEGUN DURING THE ANTARCTIC 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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RESEARCH CAMPAIGNS OF 1954/55 AND 1956/57. 

BESIDES JUSTIFYING THE PRESENCE OF THE 40 
ARGENTINE SCIENTISTS ON THE ISLANDS, THE 
FORNMINISTRY STRONGLY REAFFIRMED ARGENTINAS 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE SOUTHERN SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

3. LOCAL PRESS REPORTS SAY THAT FORMER BRITISH 
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PRIME MINISTER HOME HAS URGED BRITAIN TO GIVE 
ARGENTINA A DEALINE TO WITHDRAW THE 40 SCIENTISTS 
BEFORE THE ARGENTINA "TRY SOMETHING 
MORE AMBITIOUS AND EVEN MORE DANGEROUS" IN THE 
DISPUTED AREA. A BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE 
SPOKESMAN REPORTEDLY REJECTED HOMES SUGGESTION 
AND STATED THAT THE UK HAD MADE ITS CLAIM. 

OF SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE DISPUTED ISLANDS SUF 
FICIENTLY CLEAR. 

4. A BRITISH EMBASSY OFFICIAL DESCRIBED THE 
THULE DISPUTE AS A SUDDEN PUBLIC FLARE UP 
OF AN OLD ISSUE. THE UK OFFICIALLY PROTESTED 
ARGENTINE ACTIVITY ON THULE ISLAND LATE IN 
1976 AND REPEATED ITS PROTEST AGAIN IN OCTOBER 
1977. AT THE TIME ARGENTINA CLAIMED THE BASE 
WAS TEMPORARY AND ESTABLISHED FORSCIENTIFIC 
PURPOSES ONLY. THE UK HAS NO REAL PROBLEM WITH 
THE ARGENTINE BASE PER SE AND HAS ALREADY TAKEN 
THE LEGAL STEPS TO REAFFIRM ITS CLAIMS ON THE 
ISLANDS, THE BRITISH OFFICIAL SAID. HE ADDED 
THAT NEITHER COUNTRY WANTS TROUBLE OVER THE 
THULE BASE AND BOTH HOPE THE ISSUE WILL SIMPLY 
FADE AWAY. 
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